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HOMEOWNER ASSESSMENTS ‐ The Oakhurst Community Association 2023 budget has been 
approved. This budget reflects a less than 1% increase in assessments from $322 to $325. The 
2023 assessments are due on Sunday, January 1, 2023, however, they are not late until March 15, 
2023. You can email OAKHURST@ciramail.com in the event that you are in need of a payment 
plan for your 2023 assessments. Please do not delay! 
 
BUSY YEAR FOR OCA ‐ This has been a busy year at the Oakhurst Community Association. Just to 
mention a few highlights — In May, we had to install new and additional Fire‐Lane signs along the 
park entrance way. In May as well, the first phase of the Eola entrance makeover took place on the 
east side. In June, the annual playground inspection and issues were addressed immediately. In 
July, the last phase of sealcoating and re‐striping of the parking area and basketball courts in the 
park were completed. The Pavilion needed new gutters and downspouts. By end of September, 
the Pavilion and the basketball backboards received a fresh coat of paint. In October, we had the 
baseball and tennis court fencing structures adjusted and secured. Most of the trash cans received 
dedicated paved pads. The baseball benches have been refurbished. In addition, plumbing and 
vandalism issues kept us busy in early summer. And lastly, our largest 2022 project — replacing 
the remaining 21 neighborhood signs are being installed as we speak. 
 
LANDSCAPING ‐ The 2022 tree removal and replacement is concluded throughout Oakhurst. 
Keep in mind that trees will not be replaced one for one. Many of the berm trees have died 
because of overcrowding of plant material. The overcrowding causes the plants to compete for 
sun, water and nutrients, and makes them more prone to disease and insect damage, thus making 
disease and insects to move easily from tree‐to‐tree. Residents may install plants on the inside of 
the berm. This requires a landscape modification request to ensure the integrity of the berm. Find 
modification forms on the OCA website www.oakhurstcommunity.org. 
 
THANKS ‐ We would like to thank our more than a decade‐long board member Clifton Mason for 
his dedicated and thoughtful service for the community. He deserves to enjoy his community 
service retirement. Thank you, Clif. 
• We would like to thank the neighborhood representatives for attending the Oakhurst Board of 
Directors meetings and giving their insightful input. It is greatly appreciated. 
• A special thanks goes out to Bill and Janet Poppe for their tireless work on the ARC committee. 
We appreciate all that you do. 
• We also would like to thank Kevin Lilek and Dan Nave for their determined work on the 
Recreational Committee. We would not have been able to accomplish all the recreational tasks on 
the table without your restless commitment. 
• Finally yet importantly, we would like to send a big thank you to 
Bernie Biernacki, for being our ORACLE editor and Asbury 
neighborhood Rep for many years. 
• And let us please not forget that each of the people on the board is a 
part‐time volunteer, receiving no compensation for doing this work. 
 
NEW YEAR BOARD MEETING ‐ Our next meeting will be held on 
January 24, 2023 at our Fire Station #8 on McCoy.. 
 

Wishing all a Happy Thanksgiving. 

News From the Board 
Submitted by Claudia Schmidt  |  President  |  Oakhurst Community Association 
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ORACLE SUBMISSIONS 
 

Send stories, articles, news to 
share, youth listings and classified 
ads such as for sale, lost and found 

to Bernie Biernacki at 
MBierna409@aol.com  |  630‐820‐8414 

 
DEADLINE IS THE 26TH OF 

EACH MONTH 

Dear 

Xw|àÉÜ

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING 
DEADLINE  15TH 

COSTEFFECTIVE & NO CONTRACTS TO SIGN 
Call Rick at 6309639100 or 
rick@allegranaperville.com 
www.allegranaperville.com

DO NOT BEGIN ANY EXTERIOR WORK 
WITHOUT WRITTEN APPROVAL.  

 
IF YOU PLAN TO START NEW EXTERIOR CONSTRUCTION OR 

ALTERATIONS, PLEASE COMPLETE AN ARCHITECTURAL 
MODIFICATION APPLICATION WHICH CAN BE FOUND ON THE 
OAKHURST WEBSITE AND SUBMIT THIS COMPLETED FORM TO 
OUR PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY FOR APPROVAL BY 

THE REVIEW COMMITTEE BEFORE YOU BEGIN EXTERIOR WORK. 

January 24, 2023 
Fire Station #8 

on McCoy

Oakhurst 
Community 
Association

Board Meeting
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Alderwoman Patty Smith’s VÉÜÇxÜ 
Alderwoman 8th Ward • SmithPC@aurora‐il.org • 630‐341‐1176 
Facebook Patty Smith Alderman Ward 8

It was wonderful to see so many of you at our Fall Ward 8 
Community Meeting on October 27th. The turn out was 
outstanding! I hope all in attendance walked away filled 

with facts and excitement of what’s happening in the 8th Ward 
and around the city. Representing my Ward with integrity, 
transparency, and experience is an honor, and I look forward to 
continuing to serve. I’d like to use this opportunity to inform you 
that I am at the end of my term and I will be running for re
election in April 2023. Together we make this community the 
wonderful place that it is!  

 
PENN ENTERTAINMENT/HOLLYWOOD CASINO RELOCATION/    
REDEVELOPMENT 

On October 13th City Council voted 
in favor (120) to enter into a 
redevelopment agreement with PENN 

Entertainment, owners of Hollywood 
Casino. The Hollywood Casino will 

move from its downtown location of 30 
years to a spot just north of the 

Farnsworth Avenue interchange and 
Interstate 88. The $360 million development 

will be one of the largest redevelopment projects in the history 
of the City of Aurora. The new location will sit across from the 
Chicago Premium Outlet Mall on the land of the former Motel 6 
and Fox Valley Inn. The redevelopment is expected to include: 

• A modern, bestinclass casino with approximately 900 slots, 50 
live table games and a Barstool Sportsbook.  
• a bestinclass hotel with approximately 200 hotel rooms. 
• a 10,000squarefoot event center with a fullservice spa, high
quality bars, and restaurants. 

The proposal includes the transfer of certain parcels of land 
from the City and up to $50 million of the project will be funded 
by the City through a new bond issuance. As part of the 
agreement Penn Entertainment will demolish the existing casino 
building downtown and transfer the pad it was built on to the 
city. Penn will relinquish any leases it has on the two casino 
parking lots downtown and the office space in them and turn all 
rights over to the city. 

 
CHRISTKINDLMARKET AURORA  

The Christkindlmarket is the most authentic traditional 
holiday market of its kind outside of 
Europe, offering a unique shopping 
experience, familyfriendly events 
and intercultural activities AND it’s 
coming to Aurora! 
November 18 through to December 
24 
Thursdays: 11 am to 7 pm 
Fridays & Saturdays: 11 am to 9 pm 
Sundays: 11 am to 6 pm 

During this time of year at Thanksgiving, I hope you, your family, and those close to you have the 
opportunity to gather and reflect on all you are thankful for.  

We are blessed to live in such a beautiful, safe, prosperous community. 
I am thankful to be spending my Thanksgiving Day with my three beautiful children.  

 

Happy Thanksgiving  

Continued on next page...
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The City of Aurora's Customer Service Call Center is the best way to get general information about the City and to make service requests.  
The City Call Center provides professional, courteous, and quality customer service by gathering accurate and complete information from our 

customers during the initial contact. The Aurora Customer Service Center can be reached by three methods: 
• Call 630256INFO (4636) M – F, 8 AM to 5 PM • InfoAurora app • www.AuroraIL.org
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Special Opening Hours: Monday, 
December 19 through Wednesday, 
December 21 from 11 am to 7 pm 
Thanksgiving, November 24 and 
Christmas Eve, December 24 from 11 am 
to 4 pm 
Located at RiverEdge Park, 360 N. 
Broadway, Aurora Il 60505 

Find more information (including our 
market and vendor map) at 
www.christkindlmarket.com/aurora. 
Advanced ticket advised; tickets will be 
sold at the door if the day is not sold out.  

 

CITY OF AURORA 
2023 PROPOSED BUDGET 

Currently the City of Aurora Finance 
Committee is reviewing the 2023 
proposed budget. The budget is 1,357 
pages long and that’s a lot of information 
to shift through. Budget hearings are 
underway and will continue into early 
December. Once the Finance Committee 
reviews the entire budget department by 
department, it will be sent to the 
Committee of the Whole (COW) for 
review by the full City Council. The final 
approval will be midDecember at a City 
Council meeting. Anyone wishing to 
review this proposed budget it can be 
found at https://www.aurora
il.org/871/Budget. If you have any 
questions about the budget, don’t 
hesitate to contact me by email.  

 
WINTER RULES 

More than likely before the next 
Oracle hits your mailbox, we will have 
seen some snow accumulation. 
Remember, with 2 inches or more of 
snow, vehicles MUST be removed from 

the street. Those in violation can be 
ticketed and/or towed. City of Aurora 
plows primary streets first. Residential 
streets are cleared after snow has 
stopped. For 3 or more inches of snow the 
city ‘tries’ to have all streets cleared 
within 12 hours. Snow falls greater than 3 
inches will take longer as primary streets 
may need additional attention. 

 
BUNDLED BRUSH/YARD WASTE/FREE 
LEAF COLLECTION 

Bundle brush collection ends 
November 14th. Free Leaf Collection and 
Yard Waste runs through Friday, 
December 2. Leaves must be put into a 
30gallon paper yard waste bag and 
placed at the curb on the regular garbage 
pickup day by 6 am. No waste sticker is 
needed. Yard Waste must be placed in a 
30gallon paper yard waste bag not to 
exceed 50 
pounds. 
Each bag 
must have a 
waste 
sticker 
attached. 
The stickers 
used for 
yard waste 
are the same as the stickers used for 
excess garbage. Yard waste mixed with 
trash or yard waste in a trash can or 
plastic bag will not be collected. 

 
PARAMOUNT THEATER 

NOMINATED FOR 9 TONY AWARDS 
AND WINNER OF BEST MUSICAL: The 
Sound of Music opens November 9 and 
will run through January 14, 2023. ‘When 
carefree nun‐in‐training Maria is sent by 
her convent to be the governess of seven 
children, she finds herself unexpectedly 
questioning her choices in life and falling 
in love with the children’s stern father, all 
the while the events of World War II play 
out in the background.” One of the most 
beloved musicals of all time and a holiday 
favorite, The Sound of Music has 

enchanted audiences for more than 50 
years. Experience it for the first time or all 
over again at Paramount Theatre, where 
our lobby will be decked out in Christmas 

decorations, including a twostory 
Christmas tree. 

 
AURORA FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS  

The 16th Annual FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 
at Phillips Park begins Friday, November 
25 and is open 7 days a week from 5 to 9 
pm through Monday, December 26. 
Admission is FREE. For more details, visit 
the City of Aurora website or my 
Facebook page Patty Smith Alderman 
Ward 8. 

 
I hope you find this information 

helpful. It is my honor to continue serve 
you as Alderwomen of the 8th Ward. My 
door is always open, and your feedback is 
welcome. I can be reached at 630341
1176 or pcsmith@aurorail.org. Follow 
Ward 8 updates on my Facebook page at 
Patty Smith Alderman Ward 8.  

Continued from previous page...

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR — BE KIND TO ONE ANOTHER



Oakhurst Oracle6 November  |  2022

Set a festive mood with these 
holiday container garden ideas, 
sure to give your guests a warm 

welcome. Your outdoor arrangements will 
continue to brighten up your entryway, 
deck or patio all through the colder, less 
colorful months, too.  
 
Use a Mix of Branches 

You can pack 
in lots of eye
catching 
colors and 
textures with 
branches cut 
from a variety 
of trees and 
shrubs. Fresh 
sprays of 
Deodar cedar 
create a crown 

of green around the rim. Lichencovered 
sticks, yellow dogwood twigs, and 
seedpodladen branches from Port Orford 
cedar provide some height. An assortment 
of pine cones wired to wooden picks, dried 
roses, and redwood seedpods rounds out 
this holiday container display. 
 
Decorate with Colorful 
Fruit 
Trim a small 
evergreen tree or 
shrub with citrus for 
a winter porch pot 
that looks like a mini 
decorated Christmas 
tree. To recreate this 
look, wind a 
clementine garland 
around an 
evergreen boxwood 
shrub, and fill in 

under it with Granny Smith apples. You can 
make a fruit garland by threading a large 
crafts needle with twine and pulling the 
needle through the fruit. For even spacing, 
knot the twine on both sides of each fruit. 
As long as temperatures stay above 
freezing, your fruit will keep looking fresh, 
but you might want to use a natural 
repellent like hot pepper wax spray to 
discourage hungry critters. 
 
Red Berries Evergreen 
Winter Container 

When you really 
want your 
winter container 
displays to 
emphasize your 
Yuletide 
celebrations, 
combine the 
traditional 
Christmas 
colors, red and 
green. Some 
evergreen 

branches from pine and juniper, accented 
with sprays of winterberry and redtwig 
dogwood make a festive and fun 
arrangement you can enjoy for the 
holidays and into the new year. Try adding 
a little extra color by painting dried 
eucalyptus seeds red and tucking them in 
around the edge of your container. 
 
Mix Dried and 
Fresh Plant 
Material 
In this bold winter 
container 
arrangement, dried 
branches of curly 
willow and yellowtwig 

dogwood almost appear to burst out of a 
mound of fresh juniper boughs. A ring of 
Southern magnolia leaves, eucalyptus, and 
dried hydrangea flowers fills out the rest of 
the container, while sprigs of red 
winterberry add a touch of bright color to 
grab the eye. 
 
Keep It Simple 
Even a small holiday 
container garden can 
make a big impact. Start 
with a lowgrowing 
potted evergreen shrub 
('Blue Star' juniper is 
shown here) and dress 
it up with a few 
branches, pine cones, 
and colorful ornaments 
(a faux bird in the 
branches is a fun 
touch). The result is a 
lovely outdoor tabletop display that's easy 
to move around as needed. Just remember 
to water your plant even in winter; if you 
live where it freezes, provide water 
whenever things warm up enough to thaw 
the soil. 
 
Add a Little Light 
When you need to throw together some 
porch pots to 
welcome guests to 
your next holiday 
gathering, here's a 
simple idea to try. 
These winter 
containers create a 
festive atmosphere 
with just a couple of 
red pillar candles and 
some colorful ornaments in clear glass 
vases, nestled in a bed of dried moss. 

  Holiday Planter Ideas  

   The  
         Happy GARDENER
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The Recovering Writer   

Ann E. Funck writes wry 
commentary on real life stories... 

She writes funny from Oakhurst.

BLUE Booties ~

By Ann E. Funck                                                                             

Fifteen years of Ann's monthly true tales are in a book titled, A CHEAP SEXY CAR & More Serious Humor. Entertainment for everyone.  
It is now only $10 — a perfect gift of humor! For a copy, please email her at rfunck222@msn.com.

Who is paying for all the vaccines, tests, and FEMA claims? Is 
there an endless pipeline of money somewhere? Is Fort Knox still 
secure? Is it surrounded by cameras with no off switch, manned 
by insomniacs? 

Does Uncle Scrooge have an adult swim in his basement 
pool of gold coins? 

My best friend Elene has long claimed that bills are being 
printed in the White House basement.  

“They keep spending left and right,” she said. “No one has 
that kind of money.” 

Maybe the money is printed in a secret storm cellar outside 
the Oval Office. 

In any case, we don’t want to suffer the fate of Jackson, 
Mississippi. That capital town has had so much rainfall that their 
ancient water system is overwhelmed. Due partly to a taxpayer 
base exodus, their water plant was never well maintained. 
Qualified employees were often unavailable due to the pandemic, 
and now over a billion dollars is needed to build a new water 
plant. When there is water pressure, the water they might see is 
contaminated and brown. The citizens are told to shower with 
their mouth closed ‐‐ and no tooth brushing. Money was always 
scarce to maintain the old plant; now those chickens are due to 
roost. 

So, as I asked before: Who is paying for whatever? Both 
Peter and Paul are penniless. Wasp‐waists are called for. With 
taxpayers’ pockets inside out, I have some pertinent suggestions 
so we don’t endure something like has befallen the Mississippi 
capital. 

Cleaning people in the White House should be volunteers 
and bar the doors to dirt. How about wearing those blue booties 
to avoid dirt in the rugs? Shoes off at the door; booties on. 
Women can be comfortable wearing Crocs rather than stilettos, 
since no one sees footwear if wearing booties. (Nancy P. can 
come down from the heels.) The manufacturer of the booties 
could provide them free. Their website can brag about the White 
House donation. The manufacturer logo could be on the booties’ 
bottoms, so if diplomats cross their legs, the logo would show. 

Does the White House need to have the drapes cleaned 
often? As often as those in a funeral home? We understand that a 
funeral home needs to keep up appearances. Everybody coming 
into a funeral home is weary and shot. Maybe unsure of an 
afterlife, for goodness sake. The surrounding “visuals” must be 
fresh and uplifting without using a hallucinogen.  

Just taking those White House drapes down couldn’t be 
cheap; they are much too numerous and heavy. How about 
donating them (with a tax deduction) when supposedly dusty 
and replacing them with (donated) sheer panels which can be 
tossed into a commercial‐size washing machine? I was going to 
type “with the tablecloths,” but I bet the tablecloths are sent out 
as well. I would use brush‐able placemats ‐‐ straw in summer, 
disposable in winter ‐‐ instead of tablecloths. You know 
blueberries stain; most everything else does too. 

Serve ice water in those gorgeous, gold‐encrusted logo‐ed 
goblets. And white wine at fancy dinners, if anyone admits to 
using alcohol. Toast with white wine ‐‐ or smuggled‐in gin. 

Jill Biden (and Joe) could offer the best ideas for cutting back 
on White House expenses. For example, they might consider 
sending out fewer Christmas cards ‐‐ like so many of our friends 
have done. How about some group emails? Family in one group; 
close friends in another; politicians in another. That might work 
with expert (volunteer) rhetoric.  

Whether or not those expensive glasses are cracked while 
hand‐washing, suggest the guests bring their own. Actually, that 
would make recognizing their individual glassware much easier. 
In fact, diplomats could display their country’s unique glass‐
blowing talents. Or their great taste in selecting the most 
stunning glasses. Bring the glassware in bubble wrap in a 
shoebox safeguarded by the limo driver. There could be a fun 
competition ‐‐ which would surely break the ice. Those state 
dinners would be much less staid. 

Why put on airs of bottomless wealth? Let’s not kid the 
taxpayers. They might even know the difference between the 
deficit and the debt. The interest on the national debt should be 
electronically projected weekly in Times Square. Upon seeing 
that, no one would complain about their property taxes. 

These times are tougher than thugs. Many of us suspect 
brain fog by now ‐‐ and should or actually are considering an 
anxiety screening from our trusty GP.  Whatever you need to 
treat, you can always blame it on the current C’s:  covid or 
climate change, or any combo. Even crumbling crypto currency. 

Frugal Jack Benny can be a national role model, replacing 
the Kardashians. 

We have clawed ourselves through that pandemic and many 
other eye‐popping jolts that assaulted us well before that. Most 
of us are not getting richer. List scrimping ideas on social media, 
clever or silly.  Our stories may not be as scary. 



Oakhurst Oracle10 November  |  2022



Oakhurst OracleNovember  |  2022 11



Oakhurst Oracle12 November  |  2022

 Puzzler Page
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LOSE FAT AT THE SPEED 
OF LIGHT!

SPECIALIZING IN... 
• Neck & Back Pain 
• Shoulder Pain 
• Sciatic Pain 
• Migraine Headaches 
• Scoliosis

TREATMENTS... 
• Chiropractic Care 
• Acupuncture 
• Massage Therapy 
• Nutrition 
• Lifestyle Advice

3075 Book Rd. 
Naperville, IL 60564 

6308573542 

3015 E. New York St. 
Aurora, IL 60504 
6308201330 

www.bucharfamilychiro.com

Please support our local sponsors  

when you can! 

Thanks! 
www.allegranaperville.com  •  630-963-9100
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We are looking to hire a full time  
Graphic Designer/Mailing Specialist  

to join our team!

DESIGN. CREATE. PRINT.
Do you have experience in working with graphic design 
software both PC and Mac as well as knowledge of print 
design and production of printing and mailing services? 

 
APPLY TODAY! 

Email your resume and cover letter to matt@allegranaperville.com.
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630.528.0310

Family-owned and operated since 1994  |  Full-service  |  No sub-contractors  

WE ARE FABRICATORS!  |  LARGE QUARTZ INVENTORY! 

$100 off
A PURCHASE OF $1,000 OR MORE 

Customer must provide coupon at time of purchase. No exceptions. 

Does not apply to additional discounts. One coupon per order. Expires 12/31/22.
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As a 2nd generation real estate broker who has served the 
Oakhurst community for almost 20 years, I am very proud to 
announce that I'm welcoming a 3rd generation and joining forces 
with my son, Brady, to form The Byrne Group. 
 
We now have twice the power, twice the insight, and twice the 
tenacity to help guide you through the buying and selling process. 
We're combining years of  experience and expertise with the 
energy and innovation of  a young mind. 
 
Together, we bring generations of  real estate knowledge to the 
table. 
 
Give us a call TODAY to discuss how we can make your next move 
your best move. 
 
We Love Talking Real Estate!

Proud To be Your 
Trusted Real Estate Advisors 

In Oakhurst  
For Almost 20 Years!



Oakhurst Oracle20 November  |  2022

Oakhurst Community Association
Allegra Marketing • Print • Mail 
2200 Ogden Avenue, Suite 550, Lisle, IL 60532 PRSRT STD  

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID  

FOX VALLEY, IL  
PERMIT NO. 945  

Call Rick at 6309639100 today with your referral! 
rick@allegranaperville.com  |  www.allegranaperville.com


