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PROPOSED OCA 2023 BUDGET ‐ In this issue you will find the proposed 2023 budget. This budget reflects 
a less than 1% increase in assessments from $322 to $325. While costs for contracted services have gone up 
roughly 10% across the board, a less than 1% increase for the owners shows what a well‐managed and 
maintained community we live in. Funding of the reserves is also important as capital improvements are 
paid out of the reserves. Capital improvements include such items as neighborhood sign replacements and 
repairs of the fencing at the baseball field and tennis courts. In addition, mortgage companies and buyers 
look to make sure that associations are funding their reserves appropriately as they want to make sure that 
there will not be special assessments charged in the future. New for 2022, mortgage companies are now 
requiring a 10% of total assessment reserve contribution required in order to provide funding for buyers 
and refinancing. 
 
PROJECTS ‐ This year’s projects included the installation of the first phase of the neighborhood signs, phases 
two and three are completed through fabrication, and the vendor is working through a supply issue with the 
paint. Installment is expected to take place this year. The others were the second and last phase of seal 
coating of the parking lot at the park area, tree planting and removal, repairs at the tennis courts, volleyball 
courts and playground. 
 
DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS ‐ Owners who are now delinquent and have not made payment plans 
arrangements, were turned over for collections and will be notified by the collections attorney, if not already. 
As a reminder, owners can be evicted for non‐payment of assessments, even if you own your home outright. 
For 2023 assessments, if you are in need of a payment plan, please reach out to management prior to March 
1, 2023 at Oakhurst@ciramail.com to make payment arrangements and to avoid collections action. 
 
ANNUAL MEETING ‐ The annual meeting took place on September 27, 2022 at the Aurora Fire Station #8. 
Cathy Pfeifer‐Lawler was elected for single‐family homes, and Simonne Primo was elected for the 
multi‐family homes. If you are interested in serving the community in a board position for single‐family 
homes, you may contact our property manager or anyone on the board. If you are interested in serving the 
community, but do not want a board position, you may consider a neighborhood representative position. 
Abington Woods, Heather Glen, Stanfield and The Woods currently do not have representatives. Serving as a 
representative is a great way to learn about the association. 
 
LANDSCAPE ‐ Late summer and fall is a busy time for landscaping. In late fall we will conduct a collective 
tree removal throughout Oakhurst. It just hurts to see many trees disappearing not only due to diseases like 
Emerald Ash Borer, Spruce Spider Mite and Zimmerman Pine Moth, but also due to over‐crowded vegetation 
on berms. The trees on the list are thought about in relation to their value, importance to the Oakhurst 
community and environment. It just hurts. We hear your disappointment about each lost tree nearby. We are 
able to imagine how you feel when you saw the trees on your berm grow over many years. One grew faster 
than the other, some grew wide, and some grew tall, some grew wide and tall. 
And at some point, they ran out of room in width and height, and they grew 
into each other. Each of them begged for sunlight and water … Who will win? 
Who will come in second? We wish we would not face this competition. 
However, every year Oakhurst spends $30K to plant new trees. But please 
note that we will not replace each tree on a one‐to‐one basis. Professionals 
guide us to select the appropriate trees and locations to make sure the new 
installations have a high survival rate for many years to come. If you support 
our efforts of bringing new trees back to our community; we would 
appreciate it if you water the new plant material near your home until it is 
established, Your efforts will drastically increase the survival rate in our 
extreme weather conditions. Thanks in advance. We can’t do it without you!
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Call Allegra for ideas that deliver.

When you’re ready to talk “strategy,” talk to Allegra.  

We’re a certified team of planners, designers and 

business communicators. And, we’re ready to help 

you build an effective marketing campaign – with 

results worth talking about.  

Building relationships.
                   Designing solutions.

Getting measurable

results?

630.963.9100
allegranaperville.com

2200 Ogden Ave., Suite 550
Lisle, IL 60532

info@allegranaperville.com

QUALITY FULL-COLOR PRINTING
DIGITAL COLOR PRINTING 

PROJECT CONSULTING
GRAPHIC DESIGN 

MAILING SERVICES 
SIGNS & BANNERS

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS  
DIRECT MAIL

NEWSLETTERS 
BINDERY  

ONLINE ORDERING 
SERVICE TO YOUR FRONT DOOR  

ORACLE SUBMISSIONS 
 

Send stories, articles, news to 
share, youth listings and classified 
ads such as for sale, lost and found 

to Bernie Biernacki at 
MBierna409@aol.com  |  630‐820‐8414 

 
DEADLINE IS THE 26TH OF 

EACH MONTH 

Dear 

Xw|àÉÜ

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING 
DEADLINE  15TH 

COSTEFFECTIVE & NO CONTRACTS TO SIGN 
Call Rick at 6309639100 or 
rick@allegranaperville.com 
www.allegranaperville.com

Oakhurst Community Association 

BOARD MEETING @ 7 PM 
 

Tuesday, October 25 
 

Aurora Fire Station 8  

located at 3770 McCoy Drive 

ALL HOMEOWNERS ARE WELCOME  

TO ATTEND.

DO NOT BEGIN ANY EXTERIOR WORK 
WITHOUT WRITTEN APPROVAL.  

 
IF YOU PLAN TO START NEW EXTERIOR CONSTRUCTION OR 

ALTERATIONS, PLEASE COMPLETE AN ARCHITECTURAL 
MODIFICATION APPLICATION WHICH CAN BE FOUND ON THE 
OAKHURST WEBSITE AND SUBMIT THIS COMPLETED FORM TO 
OUR PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY FOR APPROVAL BY 

THE REVIEW COMMITTEE BEFORE YOU BEGIN EXTERIOR WORK. 



Oakhurst Oracle4 October  |  2022

Alderwoman Patty Smith’s Corner 
Alderwoman 8th Ward • SmithPC@aurora‐il.org • 630‐341‐1176 
Facebook Patty Smith Alderman Ward 8

Greetings Neighbor, 
 

It was great to see those of you who came to our Ward 8 
Annual Shred Event. Get out a fresh box and start filling it 
up as we will be back next year around the same time. 

Please take note of our upcoming WARD 8 COMMUNITY 
MEETING on Thursday, October 27 from 6 to 7:30 pm at the Eola 
Center (Room 104). The meeting will highlight what’s happening 
in the 8th Ward such as current economic development on our 
side of town along with an overall view of COA economic 
development, details on the COA Citizen Review Board and its 
function along with how to access CRB for assistance. Aurora 
Police will discuss safety issues in Ward 8. There will be plenty of 
time for Q &A. Join us and find out the facts to what’s going on in 
your community! 

 
PARAMOUNT THEATER BROADWAY SERIES 

The new Broadway Series at the Paramount is underway. 
Opening the season was Dream Girls. This show runs through 
October 16. It was NOMINATED FOR 13 TONY AWARDS, 
INCLUDING BEST MUSICAL! Hope you were able to attend. Sound 
of Music will premier November 9 to January 8. Into The Woods 
will premier February 1 to March 19. School Of Rock will premier 
April 12 to May 28. 

 
FREE LEAF COLLECTION 

The free Fall Leaf Collection Program begins Monday, 
October 17 and ends Friday, December 2. Leaves must be put 
into a 30gallon paper yard waste bag and placed at the curb on 
the regular garbage pickup day by 6 am. No waste sticker is 
needed. 

 
YARD WASTE 

Yard waste collection will also take place through Friday, 
December 2. On the regular garbage pickup day, yard waste must 
be placed in a 30gallon Kraft paper yard waste bag not to exceed 
50 pounds. Each bag must have a waste sticker attached. The 
stickers used for yard waste are the same as the stickers used for 
excess garbage. Yard waste mixed with trash or yard waste in a 
trash can or plastic bag will not be collected. 

 
BUNDLED BRUSH 

Residents are also being reminded that brush must be 
bundled for collection. Unlimited bundled brush collection is in 
process and will end on Friday, November 14. Branches and 
limbs 1/2 inch to 4 inches in diameter and 2 feet to 4 feet in 
length must be bundled. Each bundle must weigh less than 50 
pounds. Bundled brush does not need a waste sticker. Brush less 
than 1/2 inch in diameter is considered yard waste and must be 
packaged as previously described. 

 
As always, it is my pleasure to serve you and our community. 

Thank you to those who have taken the time to reach out to me 
with your neighborhood suggestions/concerns. My door is 
always open, and your feedback is important to me. If you have 
any question or concerns, I can be reached at 
smithpc@aurora.il.us or 6303411176. Follow me on Facebook 
at Patty Smith Alderman Ward 8. 

 

The City of Aurora's Customer Service Call Center is the best way to get general information about the City and to make service requests.  
The City Call Center provides professional, courteous, and quality customer service by gathering accurate and complete information from our 

customers during the initial contact. The Aurora Customer Service Center can be reached by three methods: 
• Call 630256INFO (4636) M – F, 8 AM to 5 PM • InfoAurora app • www.AuroraIL.org

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR — BE KIND TO ONE ANOTHER

WARD & COMMUNITY MEETING 
Thursday, October 27, 2022 

6 to 7:30 pm 
Eola Community Center, Room 104  |  555 S. Eola Road, Aurora 

 
AGENDA 

 
• Alderwoman Patty Smith — What’s Happening in the 8th Ward 
• Trevor Dick - Economic Development — Update on COA Development 
including Fox Valley Mall, Dell Webb 55+ and Pacifica Square 
• Dr. Tim Brown, Ward & CRB Member — Learn the purpose of the CRB 
(Citizen Review Board), it’s goals, how to file a complaint and how to access 
assistance while under emotional distress 
• APD Sgt. Scott Carter & Area 3 COP Officer — Information on Safety in 
Ward 8 
• Q&A 

For further information, please call 630-254-3020
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ATTENTION 
OAKHURST 
RESIDENTS!
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October is a great time to plant. The 
cooler air temperatures bring less 
stress on plants while the warm soil 

temperatures are ideal for roots to grow. 
Everything from deciduous trees and 
evergreens to shrubs and perennials get a 
head start on root growth when planted in 
the fall.  This is also a time to prepare 
gardens for winter, but knowing what to do 
and when will improve the health and 
beauty of your garden.  
 
GENERAL DOS & DON’TS FOR FALL 
GARDENING 
Do: 
• Use Espoma BioTone to support plant 
growth for fall plantings. 
• Have clean tools ready before you start 
(i.e., mulch, shovel, ruler, garden fork and 
knife). 
• Tease the roots to encourage growth into 
the surrounding soil. 
• Add a 1”2” layer of pine fines or leaf 
mulch to perennials and 2”3” layer of 
hardwood mulch to trees and shrubs. 
• Use plant fencing to protect bark and 
stems from rabbits. 
• Maintain watering of new plantings and 
existing landscapes until the ground 
freezes. 
• Take photos of your garden to reference 
and plan for next year. 
 
GARDEN AMMENDMENTS 
Don’t: 
• Don’t let the mulch touch the crowns and 
stems of plants. 
• Don’t plant when soil is too wet. 
• Don’t plant when the ground is frozen. 
• Don’t use diseased leaves or plant parts 
— They should be raked and bagged, not 
composted or reused. 

 TREES & SHRUBS 
Do: 
• Plant trees up until the ground freezes. 
• Use a trunk wrap to protect young tree 
bark from cold and pests. 
• Dig a sloped planting hole three times the 
width of the potted tree. 
• Prune low hanging branches in traffic 
areas or near signs and power lines for 
safety reasons. 
 
Don’t: 
• Don’t plant shrubs deeper than they are 
in the container. 
• Don’t remove crossing, dead, and 
diseased tree and shrub branches until 
after the leaves fall. 
• Don’t remove water sprouts, suckers or 
shoots that form at the base of the tree 
until late winter during dormancy. 
• Don’t prune flowering trees and shrubs 
until right after they bloom in late spring. 
 
PERENNIALS 
Do: 
• Divide spring blooming perennials such as 
Amsonia, Daylily, Geranium, Hosta, Iris, 
Peony, Fillipendula, Cimicifuga. 

• Cut back plants such as Herbaceous 
Peony, Monarda and Tall Phlox that are 
prone to powdery mildew. 
• Cut back plants that aggressively reseed, 
such as Sweet Autumn Clematis. 
• Leave spent Allium, Coneflower, Blackeye 
Susan flowers and ornamental grasses for 
winter interest and wildlife food and 
shelter. 
• Cut back Hostas and Daylilies that attract 
garden pests in the winter. 
• Leave foliage on Butterfly Bush, Russian 
Sage, Asters, Foxglove, and Mums to 
insulate the crown of the plants over winter 
Don’t: 
• Don’t cut back Caryopteris and Fallopia 
until spring. 
• Don’t divide late summer and fall 
blooming perennials until spring. 
• Don’t divide perennials on very hot days 
as the heat of the sun can be stressful to 
the plants. 
• Don’t divide Baptisia, Dictamnus, 
Echinops, Dianthus, Poppy, and Milkweed 
as their roots are not conducive to it. 
• Don’t divide Asters, Chrysanthamums, 
Rudbeckia, Boltonia, Monarda, Echinacea, 
Helenium, Gailardia, Grasses, Helebores, 

Stachys, Sedum, 
Plumbago, Tricyrtis and 
summer blooming Alliums 
until April. 
• Don’t divide Dicentra, 
Allium, Primula, 
Dodecathion, Tradescantia 
and Mertensia until 
dormancy or after bloom.

DO’S & DON’TS FOR FALL GARDENING!

Th
e 
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   The  
         Happy  
                   GARDENER
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The Recovering Writer   

Ann E. Funck writes wry 
commentary on real life stories... 

She writes funny from Oakhurst.

OPENING Now...

By Ann E. Funck                                                                             

Fifteen years of Ann's monthly true tales are in a book titled, A CHEAP SEXY CAR & More Serious Humor. Entertainment for everyone.  
It is now only $10 — a perfect gift of humor! For a copy, please email her at rfunck222@msn.com.

S
urely you have noticed how challenging it is to open 
many products you buy. Is this difficulty getting 
worse, or are our hands weaker? Only our best 

friends will answer truthfully. Several may have some arthritis 
so will happily agree with us. 

Even starting to peel a banana can be difficult. I myself 
used to be able to open a green banana. Maybe I can still open 
the teeny fast‐food packs of ketchup, too.  

Consider those soup and soda cans that don’t require the 
can opener. When you find the steak knife and slip the blade 
under the metal loop on the can lid, then what? Can you drive 
yourself to the ER? 

We know that a hairy, large‐boned thug couldn’t open 
some products. 

Don’t try to pull apart a potato chip bag at the seams while 
driving home from the grocery store, like I did. It’s guaranteed 
that the effort will make your auto swerve and jump a bumper.  

“My daughter gave me packs of assorted nuts,” a lady 
named Cheryl confided, “but I went nuts trying to open them. I 
even tried biting a pack where an opening should be. Finally, I 
just keep a scissors next to the packages.” 

Bubble packs holding batteries or such sometimes have a 
barely visible perforation on the back. A magnifying plastic 
sheet couldn’t find it, but a sharp fingernail might. Kiss any 
nail “dip” or gel extension goodbye in the process. Of course 
your unadorned and unattended nails can peel or snap away 
as well. 

Lotions, toothpastes, salad dressings, or liquids often have 
another foil lid under a plastic one. The plastic cap might be 
easy to open, but the foil one could cause you to finally use an 
old ice pick to jam a hole and squeeze some out. Somehow you 
avoid the ice pick’s accidental slide down a vertical blue vein in 
your forearm that is pulsing with anticipation. 

Zipper bags that require a scissors to reveal the zipper 
demand you keep a chip clip at hand. We won’t discuss zip 
locks that tire and cause ongoing frustration that you take 
personally.  

In case you could notice, some greeting cards and sticker 
packs have a flap so you can seal it up again. If you see the flap 
and release it, that clever packaging only encourages your 
saving the clear plastic sleeve. Nothing that you might want to 
protect forever is ever a similar shape or size, so all clear 

sleeves and wallet/card inserts rest in an assorted tangle high 
in a kitchen cabinet. Loose and tumble‐ready. Clearly another 
problem. 

“I have trouble opening the teeny cream cups in bowls on 
restaurant tables. If I can get past the table’s sticky edges,” 
Cheryl with the nuts stated. 

“I always carry handy‐wipes in my purse for that,” I said. 
“They should have a bowl of those,” she said. 
“What I find annoying are the clear plastic squares or 

rectangles holding salad greens or strawberries or whatever,” a 
shopper told me. “I can’t find which corner that will open the 
thing.” 

“Or even the generic box of prepackaged donuts,” I said. “I 
look for the invisible tape and finally wish for a hacksaw or 
even a pneumatic jackhammer.” 

“We should buy one and share,” she suggested.  
If we were neighbors, great idea! So, there’s that. 
My friend Elene complained about those plastic bags for 

produce: “They say OPEN HERE and you cannot. I watch other 
people and still cannot pick up their tricks if they manage to 
pry them open.”  

She continued: “I hate when face cream jars are glued into 
the boxes and you have to tear the package apart! Light bulbs 
are so protected and mounted in a box that you have to tear 
out the insides to unseat them! Two pages in a book will stick 
together till you have to rip them, even out of a hymnal!” Her 
frustration worsened with each example of buyer’s vengeance.  

My sister has had difficulties opening the clear produce 
bags too ‐‐ until she found that a little spit helps to dampen her 
fingers to slide the plastic bag end open. And she’s aware of 
handling produce on camera. Now, wearing a covid mask has 
made the saliva method really awkward. 

“I’ve bought wine in a large box with detailed directions,” I 
told Cheryl with the nuts and cups. “What twists and turns 
required to get the spout out to pour a glass is something else. 
You’ll need a stiffer drink after that combat. I bet no company 
board member has done it without dedicated help. You can’t 
use a sharp knife on the tough cardboard perforations or risk 
stabbing the bag of wine somewhere inside.” 

There is no foil lid or contradictory directions with a big 
glass jug of cheap wine, though. Just a screw cap, thanks be to 
simplicity. 
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Preemo Painting & Repairs is a third generation familyowned and 
operated business. Specializing in custom interior designs and 

complete paint makeovers. 

Freshen up your 
home with a 
quick and 
affordable 
paint 
design 
makeover!  

Fully Insured • References Available 
 

Anthony Carroso 

630.673.9555 
Email: preemopainting@sbcglobal.net 
www.preemopainting.com 

Superior quality & service at affordable prices. 

Call NOW & SAVE!

FA
LL

 S
AV

IN
G

S! CALL TO
DAY!

All interior design, wallpaper removal, structure 
cracks, nail pops, water damage repairs, all 
ceiling, wall and trim priming and painting. 

Expires 12/21/2022 (Labor Only)

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

5Star Service

Preemo 
Interiors
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ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 10/31/22.
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Expires10/31/22.

Expires 10/31/22.

Expires 10/31/22.

Expires 10/31/22.Expires 10/31/22.

Expires10/31/22.



Oakhurst Oracle14 October  |  2022

LOSE FAT AT THE SPEED 
OF LIGHT!

SPECIALIZING IN... 
• Neck & Back Pain 
• Shoulder Pain 
• Sciatic Pain 
• Migraine Headaches 
• Scoliosis

TREATMENTS... 
• Chiropractic Care 
• Acupuncture 
• Massage Therapy 
• Nutrition 
• Lifestyle Advice

3075 Book Rd. 
Naperville, IL 60564 

6308573542 

3015 E. New York St. 
Aurora, IL 60504 
6308201330 

www.bucharfamilychiro.com
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We are looking to hire a full time  
Graphic Designer/Mailing Specialist  

to join our team!

DESIGN. CREATE. PRINT.
Do you have experience in working with graphic design 
software both PC and Mac as well as knowledge of print 
design and production of printing and mailing services? 

 
APPLY TODAY! 

Email your resume and cover letter to matt@allegranaperville.com.
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630.528.0310

Family-owned and operated since 1994  |  Full-service  |  No sub-contractors  

WE ARE FABRICATORS!  |  LARGE QUARTZ INVENTORY! 

$100 off
A PURCHASE OF $1,000 OR MORE 

Customer must provide coupon at time of purchase. No exceptions. 

Does not apply to additional discounts. One coupon per order. Expires 10/31/22.
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As a 2nd generation real estate broker who has served the 
Oakhurst community for almost 20 years, I am very proud to 
announce that I'm welcoming a 3rd generation and joining forces 
with my son, Brady, to form The Byrne Group. 
 
We now have twice the power, twice the insight, and twice the 
tenacity to help guide you through the buying and selling process. 
We're combining years of  experience and expertise with the 
energy and innovation of  a young mind. 
 
Together, we bring generations of  real estate knowledge to the 
table. 
 
Give us a call TODAY to discuss how we can make your next move 
your best move. 
 
We Love Talking Real Estate!

Proud To be Your 
Trusted Real Estate Advisors 

In Oakhurst  
For Almost 20 Years!
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Call Rick at 6309639100 today with your referral! 
rick@allegranaperville.com  |  www.allegranaperville.com

Please support our  

local sponsors  

when you can! 

Thanks! 
www.allegranaperville.com 

630-963-9100

Enjoy 
FALL!


