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Oakhurst Community Association — Annual Meeting September 27, 
2022 

The annual meeting of the Oakhurst Community Association (OCA) will be held on 
Tuesday, September 27, 2022, at the Aurora Fire Station #8, 3770 McCoy Drive 
following the regular Board of Directors meeting at 7 pm. 

At the annual meeting, nominations for the OCA board will be taken and later voted 
upon by representatives from the various neighborhoods making up Oakhurst. It is 
imperative that the Neighborhood Reps be present so that a quorum can be met. As 
you probably know, the Neighborhood Reps actually vote for the candidates to the Board 
of Directors at this Annual Meeting. In addition, their attendance in person or by return 
proxy allows us to meet the quorum requirements and allows us to conduct the meeting. If 
you have any questions on how the election is run, please refer to the CCR's posted on the 
website at www.oakhurstcommunity.org. 

Please return the proxy via email to Oakhurst@ciramail.com OR by mail (PO Box 46, 
Aurora, IL 60506). If mailing your proxy, please allow time for the mail to arrive prior to 
the September 27th meeting so we can be sure to have a quorum to hold the meeting. If 
quorum is not met, the meeting can not be held.  

There are three (3) board positions up for election — Two positions from the single‐
family neighborhoods and one position from the multi‐family neighborhoods. The terms 
will be one or two year terms depending on the number of votes received. All residents are 
invited to attend to meet the board and to learn more about their community. 

 

Oakhurst Updates 
Oakhurst residents are reminded that school is now in session for all District 204 

schools. Care should be taken by all motorists to be on the lookout for students on their 
way to and from school. Please obey all traffic law speed limits, school bus restrictions, etc. 
Keep our children safe at home, at school and on the streets. 

From time to time parkway trees in front of homes, even if 
they are City property, appreciate some simple pruning by the 
homeowner (or water if they just got planted). The simple 
pruning allows easy passage under them for pedestrians, 
bikers, runners and your mail carrier. If a resident wants to 
add/replace a parkway tree, they should contact the City of 
Aurora.  

The City of Aurora has a list of acceptable parkway trees. 
Also, parkway trees should not be within 50 feet of a stop sign. 
If the parkway tree’s condition is beyond a simple trim, please 
contact the City. Never trim trees from a ladder or climb a tree! 
Call professionals for help. Thanks in advance. The City can’t 
do it without you!   

Check out the newly seal‐coated and stripped basketball 
courts at the Oakhurst Community Park on Oakhurst Drive. 
Now it is easier and more fun to shoot some hoops!

News From the Board 
For the Board by Claudia Schmidt, President  |  Oakhurst Community Association 
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A
l fresco dining, novels spread across hammocks, 
lounging poolside, long sun‐filled days, and gardens 
bursting with color…Summer is in full swing—hot, 

hazy, and a bit lazy.  And with it are the stunning clusters of 
elegant hydrangeas, one of the few shrubs flowering this time 
of year. 

Available in a variety of shapes, sizes, and hues – from 
shimmering white, mint green, and baby pink cone‐shaped 
bunches to bold purple and blue mopheads—hydrangeas (also 
known as hortensia) complement any garden. While also 
available as vines and growing trees, the most common type of 
the hydrangea—native to North America and parts of Asia – is 
the shrub that thrives in partial shade to full sun.  Most buds 
form in late spring and blossom in June and July. 

The Growing Place offers an assortment of this ever‐
popular plant to suit your unique gardening arrangements, 
including Panicle Hydrangea (Hydrangea paniculata), Bigleaf 
Hydrangea (Hydrangea macrophylla), Smooth Hydrangea 
(Hydrangea aborescens), Oakleaf Hydrangea (Hydrangea 
quercifolia), and Mountain Hydrangea (Hydrangea Serrata). 
Each has its own needs for planting, sun, watering, pruning, 
and overall care.  

 
PANICLE HYDRANGEA OR HYDRANGEA PANICULATA 

One of the hardiest of the hydrangea family, the Panicle 
Hydrangea, which begins blooming in summer, is known for its 
interesting color palette of pale pink to chartreuse to white.  
Available 3′‐10′ tall as well as in tree form, while this cone‐
shaped variety thrives best in moist, well‐drained soil with a 
good balance of sand, silt, and clay, it does especially well with 
our more alkaline Illinois zone 5 soil.  As summer ebbs and fall 
sets in, the Panicle Hydrangea’s color gradually changes to 
lovely tints of yellow, orange, and rose. 

 
BIGLEAF HYDRANGEA OR HYDRANGEA MACROPHYLLA 

The Bigleaf Hydrangea may just be one of the most 
photographed of the hydrangea family, boasting big, beautiful 
bunches of round flowers in bright pink, lavender, purple, and 
blue that bloom early to mid‐summer. 

Bigleaf Hydrangeas are healthiest in the morning sun with 

afternoon shade and moist soil. The bluish versions flourish in 
acidic soil.  Due to the more alkaline soil here in northern 
Illinois, achieving that blue/lavender plume may prove 
difficult yet many still try.  If that’s 
you—we recommend that a mixture 
of Espoma® Soil Acidifier and an 
organic mixture (perhaps pine 
needles and decomposed oak leaves). 
 
SMOOTH HYDRANGEA OR 
HYDRANGEA ABORESCENS 

Known for their dainty lace‐like 
flowers and long bloom time, these 
flat or large mophead‐style 
hydrangeas are a unique addition to 
any garden. They begin flowering in 
early summer with green bouquets 
that turn pink or white and convert 
back to green by the end of July. The 
Smooth Hydrangea eventually turns 
brown and is ideal for dried indoor 
arrangements throughout the winter.  
An adaptable variety, Smooth 
Hydrangeas thrive best in shade yet 
tolerate sun with sufficient watering.  
 
OAKLEAF HYDRANGEA OR 
HYDRANGEA QUERCIFOLIA 

Native to the woodlands of the 
southeastern US, the coarse‐textured 
Oakleaf Hydrangea is cone‐shaped 
with flowers that bloom winter white and change to rich 
shades of pink/mauve then red, burgundy and brown. 
Flowering from early to mid‐summer, this 2’‐6’ shrub provides 
stunning foliage and warm fall tones.    

Requiring a moist, well‐drained soil, the Oakleaf 
Hydrangea blossoms best in shade and partial sun. For 
maximum growth, color, and vibrancy, we recommend pruning 
after flowering. 
 

HYDRANGEA SEASON IS HERE!

The Growing Place

   The  
         Happy  
                   GARDENER
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Pet Tales 
By the Naperville Area Humane Society 
1620 W. Diehl Road | Naperville | 630-420-8989

Sammi |  Female  | 7 Years Old  |  Adoption Fee: Waived courtesy of the 
Lucky 7 Fund 
So I’m guessing you’d like to know a little bit about me, right? Well, I can tell you that I am super sweet. But I am 
also very shy. I enjoy having my head and ears scratched and I will purr loudly. I also drool when I’m happy, but we 
can keep that between us. I’m looking for a quiet home without too much activity or noise. And I really need a 
family who will be patient with me and let me get comfortable at my own pace. I am truly a very sweet girl and I’m 
sure we will be very good friends if you can look past my shyness. One other thing you should know about me is 
that I am on a limited ingredient diet because I am allergic to chicken.  
 

Adoptable Pets of the Month...

Thank you for 

supporting our homeless 

friends!

Major ·|  Male · |  2 Years Old  |  Adoption Fee: Sponsored 
Weight: 62 pounds 
• Likes toys 
• Playful, energetic, strong puller 
• Treatmotivated 
• Anxious 
• Best in a home with large breed experience; children in the home should be at least 16 years old 
• Must be only pet 
 

K9 Manners Class 
(Ages 1114) 

K9 Manners allows campers to work oneon
one with a humane society dog. 

Campers will learn positive reinforcement 
training techniques, and then get a chance 
each class to work with our shelter dogs. 

There are two 5week sessions (spring and fall) 
for K9 Manners that are held on Thursdays 

from 4 to 5 pm for $70 per student 
 

Sessions for the 2022‐2023 School Year: 
2022 Fall Session: Sept. 8, 15, 22, 29 / Oct. 6 

2023 Spring Session: TBD 

K9 Masters Class 
(Ages 1315) 

 
This is the sister class of K9 Manners that is 

held on Tuesdays from 4 to 5 pm. 
Please see the website for details. 

$70 per student 
 

Sessions for the 2022‐2023 School Year: 
2022 Fall Session: Sept. 6, 13, 20, 27 / Oct. 4 

2023 Spring Session: TBD 

www.naperhumane.org 

K9 Classes
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ORACLE 
SUBMISSIONS 

 
Send stories, articles, news 
to share, youth listings and 

classified ads such as for 
sale, lost and found to 

Bernie Biernacki 
MBierna409@aol.com  |  630‐820‐8414 

 
DEADLINE IS THE 26TH OF 

EACH MONTH 

Dear 

Xw|àÉÜ

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING 
DEADLINE  15TH 

COSTEFFECTIVE & NO CONTRACTS TO SIGN 
Call Rick at 6309639100 or 
rick@allegranaperville.com 
www.allegranaperville.com

Oakhurst Community Association 

2022 BOARD MEETINGS @ 7 PM 
 

Tuesday, September 27 

ANNUAL MEETING 

 

Tuesday, October 25 

 

Aurora Fire Station 8  

located at 3770 McCoy Drive 

ALL HOMEOWNERS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND.

DO NOT BEGIN ANY EXTERIOR WORK 
WITHOUT WRITTEN APPROVAL.  

 
If you plan to start new exterior construction or 

alterations, please complete an Architectural 
Modification Application which can be found on 
the Oakhurst website and submit this completed 
form to our Property Management company for 
approval by the Review Committee before you 

begin exterior work.  
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Alderwoman Patty Smith’s Corner 
Alderwoman 8th Ward • SmithPC@aurora‐il.org • 630‐341‐1176 
Facebook Patty Smith Alderman Ward 8

 
CITY OF AURORA REMAPPING SUMMARY  

Following the outcome of the 2020 census, the City of 
Aurora experienced an unprecedent population loss. The City 
disputes the results of the 2020 Census. The loss of 20,000 or 
10% of its residents over the course of the last decade would 
have been detected by several City departments, contrary to the 
census outcome the City’s population appears stable. The Census 
Bureau has openly admitted that Illinois experienced an 
undercount.  

The City of Aurora is moving forward to conduct a special 
census which will accurately reflect our City’s population. While 

the City has reason to believe that the census undercounted a 
significant portion of the City's population (particularly in its near 
east side), the City Council is obligated to draw its maps based on 
the current census count. Redistricting is necessary since several 
wards lost a significant population from the undercount making 
our 10 wards population unbalanced and exceed the mandated 
10% variance.  

This collaboration process began in May. The COA Law 
Department retained Special Counsel to assist in the redistricting 
process. In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, 
alderpersons met with the redistricting team in small groups to 
discuss what adjustment were needed to address the population 
changes. It was the desire of City Council to alter the ward 
boundaries as little as possible while fully complying with the 
applicable federal and state constitutional and statutory 
requirements.  

In June the process was moved to the Rules 
and Regulation Committee, proceeded to 
Committee of the Whole, and on August 
23rd to City Council where maps were 
extensively deliberated over and 
unanimously voted in favor of map 2A.  

As it pertains to Ward 8, we were 
overpopulated and required to shift 
population of approximately 2,200 to other wards. The 
Mariano’s block was moved into Ward 8 which includes the 
Oakhurst townhomes behind the shopping center. For the first 
time ever ALL of Oakhurst is in the same ward. Ward 8 was 
shifted east to Rt. 59 and obtained TGM Springbrook apartments 
along with the Hobby Lobby shopping center and north to Rt. 
59/McCoy. Ward 8 lost a small portion of Georgetown, 

Continued on next page...
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The City of Aurora's Customer Service Call Center is the best way to get general information about the City and to make service requests.  
The City Call Center provides professional, courteous, and quality customer service by gathering accurate and complete information from our 

customers during the initial contact. The Aurora Customer Service Center can be reached by three methods: 
• Call 630256INFO (4636) M – F, 8 AM to 5 PM • InfoAurora app • www.AuroraIL.org

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR — BE KIND TO ONE ANOTHER

Normantown and Terra Bella.  
Following the outcome of a special census it will be the 

discretion of the City Council to consider a middecade 
redistricting. For more information on the COA redistricting or to 
view map 2A go to https://www.aurorail.org/2381/2022Ward
Redistricting. 
 
PARKWAY TREES 

The COA no longer sends a crew out to do an overhaul trim 
to our parkway trees. Therefore, if your parkway tree limbs are 
impeding walkers and/or vehicles passing by, it needs a trim.  

Please call COA customer service at 6302564636 or email 
www.aurorail.org to request a tree trimming. It’s important to 
note any request for service via customer service will generate 
an order number which can be used for following up if needed.  
 
MCCOY/KAUTZ/5TH AVENUE LIGHT & MCCOY 
PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE 

By the time you read this article, the longawaited traffic 
light at McCoy/Kautz/5th Avenue will be turned on. I have had 
several inquires on the delay of this light. As a resident, runner 
who uses this intersection and your COA representative, I have 
shared in your frustration. This light has been a thorn in my side. 
It was delayed 2 years due to COVID, then delays came from 
supply chain issues, and lastly, when it was complete and ready 
to turn on, there was a Union strike which delayed the 
installation of the finishing safety markings and lane 
configuration. Let’s hope the proceeding lights at 
Montgomery/Kautz and McCoy/Cheshire follow a more 
successful path to completion. 

Speaking of delays the latest on the replacement of the 
McCoy Pedestrian Bridge new schedule is late fall. I will keep you 
informed as I realize the importance of this walkway. 
Additionally, I think it would be a real education for our children 
to watch the cranes remove the current bridge and replace with 
a new one.  

WARD 8 2022 STREET RESURFACING 
City of Aurora Street Resurfacing Program will be on our side of 
town in the fall. If you travel one of these streets during 
resurfacing, please take note as delays will occur. Be patient or 
plan to use a different route.  
 
STREET FROM TO 
Breckenridge Dr Cheshire Dr Inverness Dr 
Charlotte Cr Wilkes Dr Tara Belle Pkwy 
Cheshire Dr Breckenridge Dr Oakhurst Dr 
Clarendon Ln Inverness Dr Kautz Rd 
Inverness Dr McCoy Dr Clarendon Ln 
Normantown Montgomery Rd Keaton Dr 
 
FREE FALL LEAF PICKUP, YARD WASTE, 
BUNDLED BUSH 

Fall brings our free leaf pick¬up, yard waste and bundle 
brush collection which starts in October and ends in December. 
Specific dates TBA. Generally, the start date is around October 
15, check my Facebook page, ‘Patty Smith Alderman Ward 8’, to 
confirm dates and details. I will provide dates in detail in the 
October article.  
 
WARD 8 OUTREACH  

On August 13th, I partnered with Calvary Church and Aurora 
Interfaith Food Pantry to host a Back¬toSchool drivethru event. 
We provided 750 backpacks full of school supplies, distributed 
lunch food items and supplies and handed out 1,000 pair of 
Bambas socks. Together we serviced 951 individuals in need. I 
will continue to collaborate and provide this type of service to 
our area as there is an obvious need. Stay tuned for our February 
school supply reboot.  
 
HAVE A WONDERFUL SCHOOL YEAR  

Best of luck to all our Oakhurst students (of all ages) and 
teachers returning to school. I wish you a successful healthy 
school year! 

 
It is my honor and pleasure to serve you, the residents of 

Ward 8! I hope you find this column informative. If ever there is a 
topic you would like me to address or discuss, please let me 
know. Thank you to those of you who have taken the time to 
reach out to me with neighborhood suggestions and concerns. 
Your input is important to me.  

As I have said many times, you are my eyes and ears of the 
Ward. My door is always opened to receive your feedback. I can 
be reached at smithpc@aurora.il.us or 630341¬1176. Follow me 
on Facebook at Patty Smith Alderman Ward.

Continued from previous page...
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The Recovering Writer   

Ann E. Funck writes wry 
commentary on real life stories... 

She writes funny from Oakhurst.

EVERYBODY Fibs...

By Ann E. Funck                                                                     

Fifteen years of Ann's monthly true tales are in a book titled, A CHEAP SEXY CAR & More Serious Humor. Entertainment for everyone.  
It is now only $10 — a perfect gift of humor! For a copy, please email her at rfunck222@msn.com.

M
y best friend Elene hired a guy to wash the 
windows of her ranch home recently. He showed 
up and took off the screens. He had a ladder to 

get high enough to clean the top third of the windows, but 
didn’t use it. He smeared around with a sponge on a stick and 
then disappeared.  

“He just wanted to take advantage of a lady living alone,” 
Elene said. 

“Did you pay him?” I asked. 
“No, he ran off. I never saw a bill. The largest window is in 

the dining room; now it’s smeary and has the same bird poop 
as before he came. I think the guy was the company owner 
and hadn’t done windows before.” 

“That happened to me a few years ago when I had Mr. 
Sandless for our kitchen hardwood floor.  The franchise 
owner said his employee had called in sick so the owner had 
to do the sandless stuff himself. 

“And someone was supposed to show up and check 
something yesterday,” I continued, “but when I called him 
later he told me he’d slipped off a curb and his ankle was so 
swollen he couldn’t walk. In a later excuse he blamed his 
‘funky phone.’ I wonder if anyone is telling the truth anymore. 
“But us, of course,” I added. 

“You can’t get decent help now,” I said. “There’s a half‐wall 
on our southern border holding back an army of willing arms 
‐‐ especially for the ladies who can’t do everything anymore.” 

“The irrigation drip system I put all around the house ten 
years ago on my hands and knees,” Elene said, “has dried up 
in the Montana sun and installers were supposed to come 
today to replace it and bury a new drip system but didn’t. The 
lawn mowers didn’t show up either.” 

“I’ve had similar experiences this week,” I reported to 
Elene. “Our landline was reconnected yesterday, but still isn’t 
working. I was told on my cell phone I would be called this 
morning at 8:50 a.m. to check that it was working. No one 
called, even though I had a sticky note taped onto one of my 
landline phones right here to not use for the required 24 
hours. Which no one at the phone company told me about the 
day before. Maybe the call was coming from a different time 
zone, like the Philippines. But I think the gal lied! I have her 
first name but no phone number, natch. . . 

“I have pages of 800 and 888 numbers that either have 

impossibly long menus or try to sell me a medical alert button 
‘for free.’ I’m using a new legal pad for all the misleading info. 

“And now my 28 autodialing, programmed numbers are 
lost. My ancient landline manual claims there is a Memory 
Button but there’s not.” 

“It’s all too much,” Elene agreed. 
“Mental anguish subsidies should come with all ‘devices’ 

in the form of a nearby therapist name or, at the least, a 
Support Group phone number. Maybe a flatbed of Zoloft?” 

I grasped at all straws. 
“Like, my cell is 5G now and so heavy I can barely lift my 

bag,” I moaned. “It’s sliding off my stooped shoulder. My 
anxiety can’t get much higher.” 

“Ya have to go online now,” Elene advised; “no one wants 
to answer any questions, especially hard ones.”  

“True dat!” I said. “Thanks to Zoom, everyone is lying 
around the house ‐‐ and taking Lying Lessons 101 online. It’s 
not just politicians who want to keep their jobs ‐‐ everyone is 
telling tall tales.” 

I rattled on. “I’m afraid to call our lawn service to ask why 
mushrooms have been sprouting all over our front yard. Lord 
knows what fresh lies they would dream up. I am not even 
calling so they won’t feel guilty about making up little lies ‐‐ 
whiter than the mushrooms. 

“People used to have nervous breakdowns,” I said. “One of 
my aunts would go to a Milwaukee ‘sanitarium’ regularly for 
her nerves.” 

I grew pensive. “Maybe we should believe in magic,” I 
said. “Like a sturdy beanstalk for exercise ‐‐ to a dreamy 
island in the sky.” 

“Sounds good! Maybe there, calls would be returned if 
you leave a phone message,” Elene noted.  

“For sure! I am not holding my breath or my bladder. 
Especially during late summer when they can claim they were 
on vacation.” I was turning ornery. “Desperate phone 
messages are always ignored. Have you noticed,” I asked 
Elene, “that recorded messages may say the person of your 
interest ‘is out of the office due to a family emergency’? That 
excuse covers all bases, even car repos. What can I say?” 

“Just leave a short message that requests 
transparency,” Elene said, “and don’t mention windows.” 
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ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 10/31/22.
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Expires10/31/22.

Expires 10/31/22.

Expires 10/31/22.

Expires 10/31/22.Expires 10/31/22.

Expires10/31/22.
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630.528.0310

Family-owned and operated since 1994  |  Full-service  |  No sub-contractors  

WE ARE FABRICATORS!  |  LARGE QUARTZ INVENTORY! 

$100 off
A PURCHASE OF $1,000 OR MORE 

Customer must provide coupon at time of purchase. No exceptions. 

Does not apply to additional discounts. One coupon per order. Expires 10/31/22.
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Refer your favorite business to advertise in your newsletter.   
Email rick@allegranaperville.com or call 6309639100 today with your referral! 

www.allegranaperville.com

LOSE FAT AT THE SPEED 
OF LIGHT!

SPECIALIZING IN... 
• Neck & Back Pain 
• Shoulder Pain 
• Sciatic Pain 
• Migraine Headaches 
• Scoliosis

TREATMENTS... 
• Chiropractic Care 
• Acupuncture 
• Massage Therapy 
• Nutrition 
• Lifestyle Advice

3075 Book Rd. 
Naperville, IL 60564 

6308573542 

3015 E. New York St. 
Aurora, IL 60504 
6308201330 

www.bucharfamilychiro.com
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 Puzzler Page
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“Fair”, “Trustworthy” and “Honest”…words that are not taken lightly or simply thrown out 
there. However, these qualities, along with many others are what I would use to describe Lisa 
Byrne. When one deals  with a transition such as buying or selling a home, it is so much more 

than a transaction as there are emotions and wide range of feelings involved.  
Lisa is able to not only navigate this process, but walk alongside of you every step of the way. 

Lisa not only enters into your world through this journey, but invites you into her community of 
amazing professionals such as a mortgage broker, appraiser and a lawyer to just name a few! 
I have had the opportunity to work with Lisa on several milestones in my life, and although I 

may have initially referred to her as my realtor, I am grateful today that I have her as a friend! 
  

~  Meredith Sonetz  ~ 
 

• Diligently helped over 80 families buy and/or sell a home in 2021 
 
• Over $300 million and over 870 transactions closed since 2003 
 
• Top 1% Companywide and in the MLS for both dollar volume 
   and number of homes sold since 2006 
 
• Aurora School District 204 resident since 2000

Proud to be your trusted  
real estate advisor in the  

western suburbs for 19 years!
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WISH YOU COULD EASILY GET RID OF YOUR 

 VARICOSE VEINS WITHOUT SURGERY?

NARENDRA K. GARG, M.D. 

   VeinsWithoutSurgery.com
Diplomate of American Board of 
Internal Medicine and Phlebology

1995 Springbrook Square Drive  |  Suite 119 
Naperville, IL 60564  |  630-369-6644

ENDOVENOUS LASER BY DR. GARG

 
 
 
 
 

• Rapid relief of symptoms 

• No down time 

• No scars 

• No general anesthesia 

• Quick, office-based procedure 

• Medicare and most insurance companies  

  cover vein procedures

Now possible with our 
FDA Approved 

Endovenous Laser!

Results you can count on. 

Ask us about the 
Endovenous Laser 

TODAY!



Please support our  

local sponsors  

when you can! 

Thanks! 

www.allegranaperville.com 

630-337-6714
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